Hockinson Dinner Plate
Middle School Speech and Debate Tournament
April 26, 2014


Dear Coach:

Enclosed you will find tournament information for the Hockinson Dinner Plate Middle School Speech and Debate Tournament which will be held May 24, 2014 at Hockinson High School in Brush Prairie, WA.  If you have any questions, please contact:

Elizabeth Fortier
Elizabeth.fortier@hocksd.org
(360) 600-9143 (text or call)

General Information

Location:  Hockinson High School, 16819 NE 159th Street, Brush Prairie, WA 98606

Registration and Fees:  All entries must be received by Wednesday, May 21, 2014.  After this deadline, drops and substitutions (another student replacing an already entered student) may be made Thursday and Friday.  The registration fee is $25.00 per school plus $4.00 per event.  Students may enter one event from each of the three patterns.  If your school needs a scholarship please ask.

Overnight:  If you need to stay overnight I might have a sleep over option at our school for free.  Please contact me if this is something you would like to participate in. 

Judging:  Each school must provide one judge for each 5 individual speech entries and each 2 debate entries (a Public Forum/Duo team counts as one entry).  Coaches may judge.  Be sure to enter the names of all judges on the website registration.  I will have some high school judges available.

Awards:  Trophies will be awarded to all 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place competitors in each event, in each division (Junior/Senior).

Events:  Below are the three conflict patterns.

Lunch/Dinner:  Students should bring snacks to eat between rounds.  Lunch will be provided for everyone.  Judges will be given snacks throughout the competition.  

Divisions:   There will be two levels for each event.  Junior division is for all contestants in the sixth and seventh grades.  Senior division is for eighth graders.  You can have sixth/seventh graders compete up in Senior division if you feel that they are ready. 

Public Forum Topic: Resolved: Cyberbullying should be a criminal offense.

Extemp Topics:  Questions will be taken from these four categories.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]North Korea, Obamacare, Climate Change, Free Speech                                                                   
Conflicts:  Students may double enter in pattern A.
Pattern A: 
· Memorized Speeches:  After Dinner Speaking, Oratory, Expository
· Memorized Interp: Humorous Interp, Dramatic Interp
· Non-Memorized Interp:  Storybook, Prose, Poetry
· Limited Prep: Impromptu, Beginning Extemp, Tall Tales
· Duo Interp
· Editorial Commentary
Pattern B:  Public Forum, Parlimentary Debate, SPAR
Schedule - Saturday, May 24, 2014

9:00-9:30	Teams arrive and register
	Judge meeting

9:30-10:45	Round 1, Pattern A 

10:45-11:45	Round 1, Pattern B 

11:45 – 12:15	Lunch: Students, judges and supervisors will be provided lunch in the commons

12:15-1:30	Round 2, Pattern A

1:30-2:30	Round 2, Pattern B

2:30-3:45	Round 3, Pattern A

3:45-4:45	Round 3, Pattern B

ASAP		   Awards	




Description of Events

Memorized Speeches:
· Expository:  The contestant presents an informative speech designed to teach the audience about a topic.  The speech should describe, clarify, explain and/or define an object, idea, concept social institution or process.  This speech must be the original work of the speaker, and no more than 150 words may be quoted/paraphrased.  The contestant may use a visual aid though may not utilize a computer.  The speech can be delivered with or without the use of notes.  Time limit: 8 minutes, with a 30-second grace period.  No minimum time limit.

· After Dinner Speaking (ADS)  Time: 4 - 6 minutes Time signals: not provided.   This event should imitate a banquet situation. The group (real or fictional) being addressed should be clear. The intent of ADS is to entertain, but the speaker must also develop an idea. Material presented must be original. Delivery may be through memorization or use of notes on one side of a 4 x 6 card, but a text may not be used. Emphasis should be placed on the concept of “speech.” While humorous quips and jokes are appropriate, they must have purpose and fit the occasion.

· Oratory: The best oration should be the most persuasive overall.  This persuasion may take several forms, including but not limited to informing about a problem, eulogizing a person, or strengthening devotion to a cause.  The speech should be memorized, and those not memorized should be ranked below those that are. The speech must be the original work of the speaker.  The appropriate use appropriate figures of speech, similes and metaphors, balanced sentences, allusions and other rhetorical devices should be rewarded.  No more than 150 words of quoted and/or paraphrased material may be included in the oration. No props, costumes or visuals aids are allowed.  TIME LIMIT:  10 minutes with a 30-second grace period.  No minimum time limit.

Editorial Commentary:  The contestant performs a scripted (un-memorized) speech. This speech must last precisely between 1:45 and 2:00 minutes in length and the topic should be of current interest in the news or society and be delivered as TV or radio commentary seated in the front of the room.  Speeches not in the time limit will be dropped one rank.

Memorized Interpretation:
· Dramatic Interpretation: The student selects a cutting from a play, book (prose or poetry) or movie that is serious in nature and interprets it using voice, acting and physicalization. Props, dramatic make-up and costumes are not permitted. The best piece should be the one that most vividly recreates the character, scene and mood intended.  TIME LIMIT: 10 minutes including introduction, with a 30-second grace period.

· Humorous Interpretation:  The student selects a cutting from a play, book (prose or poetry) or movie that is humorous in nature and interprets it using voice, acting and physicalization. Props, dramatic make-up and costumes are not permitted. The best piece should be the one that most vividly recreates the character, scene and mood intended.  TIME LIMIT: 10 minutes including introduction, with a 30-second grace period.

Non-Memorized Interp:
· Children’s Storybook:  The purpose of this event is for the speaker to read a child’s story as if he/she were reading to a group of children.  The illusion of reading must be maintained.  TIME LIMIT:  6 minutes. No minimum time limit. The speaker should include a brief introduction, and must provide the title, author and illustrator (if applicable) during the introduction. No props, dramatic make-up or costumes are permitted.
· Prose: There is no minimum time limit; contestants shall speak no more than eight minutes with a 30-second period of grace including the introduction and reading. Each reader shall appropriately introduce the reading. Introductions should be memorized or delivered extemporaneously. The materials are to be read from a manuscript or printed page. The materials shall be cuttings from published, printed short stories, novels or essays. For the purposes of this rule, materials published only electronically are not considered to be “published” or “printed.” No material may be presented from any work that is identified as a play / drama, poem, stand-up-comedy routine, sermon or speech. Both narration and dialogue are encouraged, but MORE THAN 50% OF THE WORDS IN THE SELECTION MUST BE NARRATION.  
· Poetry: Contestants are to choose poems, which are related to and organized around a central theme. . No fewer than three poems or cuttings from three poems are to be used, and at least three poems are to be not less than eight lines.  Each poem should be appropriately introduced in order to give setting (if necessary), to relate it to the central theme, and to establish the proper mood for the audience. Introductions should be memorized or delivered extemporaneously.  There is no minimum time limit; contestants are allowed a speaking time of no more than eight minutes with 30 seconds of grace. Contestants are urged to select material within their grasp, their ability to understand and to interpret, but materials, which are good literature. Anthologies of modern poetry, British or American, as well as middle school literature books should prove helpful. Original work of the student is encouraged. 

Dual Interpretation: Involves two students who select a cutting from a play, book (prose or poetry) or movie that is either serious or humorous in nature and interpret it using voice, acting and physicalization. Props, dramatic make-up and costumes are not permitted. The best piece should be the one that most vividly recreates the character, scene and mood intended.  TIME LIMIT: 10 minutes including introduction, with a 30-second grace period.

Limited Prep: 
· Impromptu: Contestants will be given a choice of three topics (a word, a quotation, a social question) and will have six minutes to choose the topic, organize their thoughts and speak on the chosen topic.  The student may not use outside sources or notes during the speech.  TIME LIMIT:  6 minutes.  A minimum speaking time limit of one minute will be imposed.

· Tall Tales: This event should be fun. The competitors and audience should enjoy themselves. The competitor, who can tell the tallest tale utilizing all three given words, should win the round. Each speaker will be given three words to incorporate into his/her speech. The competitor will then have six (6) minutes to prepare and speak. If the speaker goes over a 30 second grace period, that contestant may not be awarded first place in the round. No minimum time limit. If a speaker does not incorporate all three words in his/her speech, the speaker will be ranked fifth.

Beginning Extemp: In prep time students will be given 15 minutes to choose one of three questions and prepare a five minute speech (30 seconds grace).  Sources: books, magazines, newspapers, journals, etc; either print or electronic (no internet, no prewritten are allowed in prep.  Students will be given hand signals.  The four categories are given ahead of time.  

Public Forum Debate:  A team debate event supports or rejects an assigned monthly topic.  Use of quoted evidence is encouraged to support claims made on both sides. Format will be 4-minute Team A case, 4-minute Team B case, 3-minute crossfire (speakers 1 and 2), 4-minute Team A rebuttal, 4-minute Team B rebuttal, 3-minute crossfire (speakers 3 and 4), 2-minute speaker 1 summary, Team B speaker 2 summary, 3-minute grand crossfire, Team A speaker 3 final focus, Team B speaker 4 final focus.  Each team will have 2 minutes prep time.

Spontaneous Argumentation (also known as SPAR):  A brief, ten-minute debate performed without advanced preparation on a subject of interest. At this tournament, the format will be as follows: The affirmative will be given two topics.  At the end of a one minute preparation period, the affirmative will begin to debate on one of the two topics.  The affirmative is allotted a two minute constructive speech followed by a one minute cross-examination. The negative will then have one  minute to prepare a two minute constructive speech which will be followed by a one minute cross examination. Both speakers will then be allowed one minute for rebuttal without preparation time.

Parliamentary Debate:  The emphasis in this form of debate is on persuasiveness, logic, and wit.  Unlike in other forms of debate, where the resolution is established well in advance of a tournament and is the same for every round in the tournament, in Parliamentary debate the resolution is usually not established until 10 minutes before the debate round begins, and there is a new resolution for every round of debate.  Since it would be unreasonable to expect teams to research every topic they could be possibly be asked to debate, parliamentary debate requires no evidence whatsoever.  This form of debate is called "parliamentary" because of its vague resemblance to the debates that take place in the British parliament.  The proposition team is called the "Government," and the opposition team is called (appropriately) the "Opposition."  The Government team consists of two debaters, the Prime Minister (PM) and the Member of Government (MG).  The Opposition team also consists of two debaters, the Leader of the Opposition (LO) and the Member of the Opposition (MO).
